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Garden City Fighting Gophers quarterback Riley Francey hands the ball off to running back 
Marcel Arruda-Welch. While the team’s ground game has been solid, Gophers head coach Beau 
Wilks said its air attack has been exceptional. 

Its name would suggest a strong ground game, but the Garden City Fighting Gophers 
football team is all about the air attack. 

The Winnipeg High School Football League (WHSFL) team is flying high, its 3-1 record 
tied for second in the John Potter (AAA) division. 

Gophers head coach Beau Wilks spoke to The Times on Sept. 30, prior to his team’s  
28-20 loss against the Sisler Spartans on Oct. 1. He said the Gophers’ offensive game, 
particularly its passing game, has been outstanding. 



"Our quarterback Riley Francey, he was the starter last year for us as a Grade 10 player, 
he’s been outstanding for the first three games," Wilks said. 

"He has 10 touchdown passes and only one interception, so he’s taking care of the ball. 
He has a 76 per cent pass completion percentage through three games which is 
unheard of. 

"Also, we haven’t dropped many passes. Our receivers are making plays for Riley and 
he’s spreading it out. We don’t have one person you can try to shut down. Riley has 
done a good job of getting the ball to people with space. We have some people who can 
do some pretty impressive things if they have the ball in their hand and a little bit of 
space." 

Before succumbing to Sisler, the high-flying Gophers scored 40, 48 and 47 points in its 
first three games. However, if Garden City wants to win the Potter division, Wilks said 
the team must get better on the other side of the ball. 

"Our defence is coming along," Wilks said. "It’s funny because it has flipped. In past 
years we’ve been known for our defence more than our offence. We’ve always had 
really great linebackers and a great defensive line putting pressure on the quarterback 
and blitzing a lot, just really aggressive on that side of the ball. We still are (aggressive), 
but when you put up 40 points a game, things have kind of flipped a bit. 

"Defence definitely is an area we need to improve upon if we’re going to keep this up." 

Wilks believes the team’s D will improve with more attention to detail. That shouldn’t be 
a problem as Wilks has added five coaches to his staff this season, for a total of 11 
coaches. 

Carl Wiebe and Tavian Thomas run the Gophers offence and defence respectively. 

"I’m not co-ordinating anymore, so I get to be a facilitator," Wilks said. "It allows me to do 
what I really need to do, whereas in years past I was juggling too many things and 
couldn’t always see the big picture." 

 


